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Yurok Environmental Department 
FOOD SOVERERIGNTY PROGRAM 

Traditional Gatherer/Harvester Application 

Full name: Date: 

Last First M.I. 

Address: Phone: 

Email: 

City State Zip Code 

Are you a Yurok Tribal Member? Yes ☐ No ☐ Tribal Roll Number: _______________________________ 

Please provide your experience in gathering/harvesting/hunting/fishing for traditional foods: 

Please list what traditional foods you can provide 

Signature: Date: 

*Please provide a copy of your tribal I.D. or proof of enrollment and a copy valid Food Handlers Certificaion with this application.



Sustainable Harvesting Agreement 
Acknowledgment and Agreement 
I, _______________________________ (Name), as a member of the Yurok Tribe and a 
respectful steward of the land, hereby acknowledge that the Sustainable Harvesting 
Information outlined above is essential for preserving Yurok traditional foods, cultural 
practices, and the health of our ecosystems. 

By signing this agreement, I commit to the following: 

1. Respecting Guidelines: I will adhere to the sustainable harvesting practices for
acorns, seaweed, berries, salmon, sturgeon, eels, and other traditional foods, as
described in this document.

2. Honoring Nature: I will respect the natural cycles, habitats, and biodiversity of the
areas I harvest from, ensuring resources are preserved for future generations.

3. Taking Responsibility: I will take only what I need, minimize waste, and actively
contribute to the restoration and protection of Yurok lands and waters.

4. Sharing Knowledge: I will pass on these sustainable practices and traditional
ecological knowledge to others in my community.

I understand that this agreement is a commitment to honor Yurok values of balance, 
respect, and sustainability. I will strive to uphold these principles in all my harvesting 
activities. 

Signatures 

Participant Name (Print): _________________________________ 
Signature: _____________________________________________ 
Date: _________________________________________________ 

Witness Name (Print): _________________________________ 
Signature: _____________________________________________ 
Date: _________________________________________________ 

By entering into this agreement, we affirm our collective responsibility to safeguard the 
abundance and health of Yurok traditional foods for current and future generations. 



Sustainable Harvest Information Sheet: Yurok Traditional Foods 

Introduction 
Yurok traditional foods are central to cultural identity, health, and community 
well-being. Sustainable harvesting ensures these foods remain abundant for 
future generations while respecting the balance of the natural world. Below is 
guidance for sustainably gathering key traditional foods: acorns, seaweed, 
berries, salmon, sturgeon, and eels. 

Acorns 

• Species: Primarily tanoak (Notholithocarpus densiflorus).

• Sustainable Practices:

o Collect only what you need, leaving plenty for wildlife such as
squirrels and deer.

o Avoid taking from trees showing signs of disease or stress.

o Rotate harvesting areas to allow ecosystems to regenerate.

o Scatter leftover husks and debris in the forest to enrich the soil.

Seaweed 

• Species: Bull kelp (Nereocystis luetkeana), red seaweed (Mastocarpus
spp.).

• Sustainable Practices:

o Harvest during the appropriate season (typically spring to early
summer).

o Only take seaweed that is free-floating or from the upper portion
of the plant, ensuring the base remains intact to regrow.



o Limit collection to small amounts to prevent overharvesting and
protect marine ecosystems.

Berries 

• Species: Salmonberries (Rubus spectabilis), huckleberries (Vaccinium
spp.), elderberries (Sambucus spp.).

• Sustainable Practices:

o Harvest ripe berries gently to avoid damaging plants.

o Pick from multiple plants rather than depleting one bush entirely.

o Leave some berries for animals and natural reseeding.

o Avoid using chemical sprays or disturbing nearby habitats.

Salmon 

• Species: Chinook (Oncorhynchus tshawytscha), coho (Oncorhynchus
kisutch), steelhead trout (Oncorhynchus mykiss).

• Sustainable Practices:

o Follow tribal regulations and seasonal closures to allow fish
populations to recover.

o Use traditional fishing methods that minimize bycatch and harm
to the river ecosystem.

o Avoid fishing during spawning runs to support natural
reproduction.

o Participate in restoration efforts, such as river cleanups and fish
habitat rehabilitation.



Eels 

• Species: Pacific lamprey (Entosphenus tridentatus).

• Sustainable Practices:

o Harvest eels during their migration season, following tribal
management plans.

o Collect from multiple locations to prevent overharvesting in one
area.

o Support habitat restoration by removing barriers to migration and
improving water quality.

General Harvesting Guidelines 

1. Respect Natural Cycles: Harvest only in-season foods to allow plants
and animals to complete their life cycles.

2. Take Only What You Need: Practice moderation to ensure others in the
community and ecosystem have access.

3. Avoid Waste: Process and store foods properly to prevent spoilage. Use
every part of the resource when possible.

4. Educate and Share: Pass on traditional ecological knowledge and
sustainable practices to younger generations.

Protecting Yurok Traditional Foods Together 
By following these sustainable harvesting practices, we honor our ancestors, 
nurture our lands, and sustain our communities for the future. For more 
information or to participate in restoration projects, contact [Yurok Tribal 
Fisheries Program] or [Cultural Resources Division]. 

"We gather not just for ourselves, but for those who come after us. 



Form  W-9
(Rev. March 2024)

Request for Taxpayer 
Identification Number and Certification

Department of the Treasury  
Internal Revenue Service Go to www.irs.gov/FormW9 for instructions and the latest information.

Give form to the  

requester. Do not 

send to the IRS.

Before you begin. For guidance related to the purpose of Form W-9, see Purpose of Form, below.
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1    Name of entity/individual. An entry is required. (For a sole proprietor or disregarded entity, enter the owner’s name on line 1, and enter the business/disregarded 
entity’s name on line 2.)

2    Business name/disregarded entity name, if different from above.

3a  Check the appropriate box for federal tax classification of the entity/individual whose name is entered on line 1. Check 
only one of the following seven boxes. 

Individual/sole proprietor C corporation S corporation Partnership Trust/estate

LLC. Enter the tax classification (C = C corporation, S = S corporation, P = Partnership) . . . .
Note: Check the “LLC” box above and, in the entry space, enter the appropriate code (C, S, or P) for the tax 
classification of the LLC, unless it is a disregarded entity. A disregarded entity should instead check the appropriate 
box for the tax classification of its owner.

Other (see instructions) 

3b If on line 3a you checked “Partnership” or “Trust/estate,” or checked “LLC” and entered “P” as its tax classification, 
and you are providing this form to a partnership, trust, or estate in which you have an ownership interest, check 
this box if you have any foreign partners, owners, or beneficiaries. See instructions . . . . . . . . .

4  Exemptions (codes apply only to 
certain entities, not individuals; 
see instructions on page 3):

Exempt payee code (if any)

Exemption from Foreign Account Tax 
Compliance Act (FATCA) reporting 
 code (if any)

(Applies to accounts maintained 
outside the United States.)

5    Address (number, street, and apt. or suite no.). See instructions.

6    City, state, and ZIP code

Requester’s name and address (optional)

7    List account number(s) here (optional)

Part I Taxpayer Identification Number (TIN)

Enter your TIN in the appropriate box. The TIN provided must match the name given on line 1 to avoid 
backup withholding. For individuals, this is generally your social security number (SSN). However, for a 
resident alien, sole proprietor, or disregarded entity, see the instructions for Part I, later. For other 
entities, it is your employer identification number (EIN). If you do not have a number, see How to get a 
TIN, later.

Note: If the account is in more than one name, see the instructions for line 1. See also What Name and 
Number To Give the Requester for guidelines on whose number to enter.

Social security number

– –

or

Employer identification number 

–

Part II Certification

Under penalties of perjury, I certify that:

1. The number shown on this form is my correct taxpayer identification number (or I am waiting for a number to be issued to me); and
2. I am not subject to backup withholding because (a) I am exempt from backup withholding, or (b) I have not been notified by the Internal Revenue

Service (IRS) that I am subject to backup withholding as a result of a failure to report all interest or dividends, or (c) the IRS has notified me that I am
no longer subject to backup withholding; and

3. I am a U.S. citizen or other U.S. person (defined below); and

4. The FATCA code(s) entered on this form (if any) indicating that I am exempt from FATCA reporting is correct.

Certification instructions. You must cross out item 2 above if you have been notified by the IRS that you are currently subject to backup withholding 
because you have failed to report all interest and dividends on your tax return. For real estate transactions, item 2 does not apply. For mortgage interest paid, 
acquisition or abandonment of secured property, cancellation of debt, contributions to an individual retirement arrangement (IRA), and, generally, payments 
other than interest and dividends, you are not required to sign the certification, but you must provide your correct TIN. See the instructions for Part II, later.

Sign 
Here

Signature of 

U.S. person Date

General Instructions
Section references are to the Internal Revenue Code unless otherwise 
noted.

Future developments. For the latest information about developments 
related to Form W-9 and its instructions, such as legislation enacted 
after they were published, go to www.irs.gov/FormW9.

What’s New
Line 3a has been modified to clarify how a disregarded entity completes 
this line. An LLC that is a disregarded entity should check the 
appropriate box for the tax classification of its owner. Otherwise, it 
should check the “LLC” box and enter its appropriate tax classification.

New line 3b has been added to this form. A flow-through entity is 
required to complete this line to indicate that it has direct or indirect 
foreign partners, owners, or beneficiaries when it provides the Form W-9 
to another flow-through entity in which it has an ownership interest. This 
change is intended to provide a flow-through entity with information 
regarding the status of its indirect foreign partners, owners, or 
beneficiaries, so that it can satisfy any applicable reporting 
requirements. For example, a partnership that has any indirect foreign 
partners may be required to complete Schedules K-2 and K-3. See the 
Partnership Instructions for Schedules K-2 and K-3 (Form 1065).

Purpose of Form
An individual or entity (Form W-9 requester) who is required to file an 
information return with the IRS is giving you this form because they
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